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IN THE YEAR 1556, AKBAR WAS JUST THIRTEEN YEARS OLD. YET HIS MILITARY TRAINING HAD 
ALREADY BEGUN. HIS FATHER, HUMAYUN, THE MUGHAL EMPEROR, HAD SENT HIM WITH HIS 
FAITHEUL GENERAL, BAIRAM KHAN, 70 FIGHT IN PUNJAB AGAINST THEIR ENEMY, SIKANDAR SHAH. 


BESTS \ wat iS THE NEWS, 
oR NEY BalRAM? YOU LOOK 

VERY UPSET, 
Ror 


r ass 

++ YOUR FATHER, THE ILLUSTRIOUS 
HUMAYUN, HAS LEFT THIS 
EARTHLY ABODE:--+ 


MY FATHER 
DEAD! HOW DID 
THIS HAPPEN SO 


WHAT WOULD YOU 


WHAT A CHILD YOU ARE! 
ALL RIGHT, | WILL LOOK 
AFTER THINGS FOR YOU. 
CAN YOU TRUST ME P 


/ RIDE ELEPHANTS, 
HUNT TIGERS! GO 
WHERE | PLEASE, 

A TO THE FORESTS 
». OR BAZAARS. 


WHILE BAIRAM, WITH AKBAR, WAS DIRECTING THE CAMPAIGN IN PUNJAB, AN ALARMING EVENT 
oO ee AT THE CAPITAL. HEMU, THE HINDU GENERAL, HAD MARCHED TO DELH/, AFTER 
Ua . 


SUT HEMU MADE A SUDDEN FIERCE 
ATTACK ON THE MUGHAL CENTRE . 


TARO! BEG PANICKED. | WECANNOT HOLD 


WE WILL HAVE TO 
(LEAVE DELHI TO THE 


HE FLED, TAKING THE TREASURE W/TH HIM. 
1 
Ry 


DELH) FELL TO THE INVADERS. HEMU 
TERED IN TRIUMPH, [aie 
ey 9 = Fd es ee 


ae 4 
re 


THE NEWS OF TARD! BEG’S IGNOBLE FLIGHT REACHED BAIRAM AND AKBAR AT JULLUNDUR 
IN PUNJAB, 


THERE WAS NO RESISTANCE IN THE CAPITAL. 
HEMU WAS GIVEN A GRAND WELCOME 
AND A BIG TITLE — 


Yi 


/ LORD, TARDI BES 


D FROM DELHI COWARD. HE WILL ¢p) 
\, PAY FOR THIS! & x 


THEN WHY DON?T 
WE RETREAT TO 
KABUL FOR THE 

TIME BEING, TILL 
IT 1S SAFE TO 
RETURN? 


HEMU 1S REALLY VERY 

POWERFUL. WE CAN'T 
FIGHT HIM NOW. 
WE A 


NO! WE MUST ATTACK HIM AT 
ONCE! WE CANNOT ALLOW 


| AGREE 
WITH YOU, 
BAIRAM. 


LEAVING A MUGHAL DIVISION BEHIND TO DEAL WITH SIKANDAR , 
AKBAR AND BAIRAM MARCHED IMMEDIATELY TOWARDS DELHI. 


ON THE WAY THEY WERE JOINED 


ON THE WAY THE [ GREETINGS, AKBAR! WE 


WERE FORCED TO LEAVE 
DELHI, BUT | HAVE THE 
REA e SAFELY 


AKBAR GREETS 
TARDI BEG ASA 

FRIEND THOUGH 
HE HAS DELIVERED 
OUR CAPITAL INTO 
THE ENEMY’S 


DOESN'T REALISE 
TARDI IS A DOLT! 


AND BAIRAM 
GAVE ORDERS 70 
EXECUTE TARDI. 


HE ARMIES OF AKBAR AND HEMU MET AT PANIPAT. 17 WAS AT PANIPAT THAT 
BABUR, AKBAR’S GRANDFATHER , HAD WON HIS FIRST GREAT GATTLE IN HINDUSTAN. 


ety q PREPARE FOR BATTLE! 


HEY, THERE, Nees 
LOOK SHAR? 


Z. l ? 

Ie feral | bi 

HEN HAD A HIGE CAVALRY OF 50,000, WITH 1500 EL. 

THAT NUMBER OF CAVALRY. IT WAS GOING HARD FOR THE MUGHALS. «++ 


3 el Eee 
ee 
re eG 


BSS: 
ol 


hi 


+++ WE WILL FOLLOW 
WITH THE ARMY 
TOMORROW. 


THUS ENDED THE SECOND BATTLE OF PANIPAT WITH 

VICTORY FOR THE MUGHALS. THIS VICTORY GAVE 

THEM SOTH POWER AND WEALTH. 

{ \ HAVE COUNTED }|GO0D,SEND THEM 

UNDER ESCORT 
TO DELHI +++ 


IN DELHI, POOR HEMU’S HEADLESS BODY WAS DISPLAYED ON A GIGBET. THIS WAS 7H 
CRUEL PRAC' TICE IN THOSE DAYS .} = ene: 


reel BLIND CHANCE 


RAR IMS Fb Mace alracladh cend 


AFTER THE VICTORY, AKBAR AND BAIKAM 
RETURNED 70 PUNJAB TO RESUME THE 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST SIKANDAR SHAH, ON THE 
WAY THEY MET A MUGHAL COMMANDER 


FROM PUNJAB. 
WE ARE GLAD TO SEE 


HERE. SIKANDAR HAS 
DRIVEN BACK OUR ARMY 
TO LAHORE AND: ++ 


+++ WORSE STILL, 
HE HAS BEGUN 
TO COLLECT 
TAXES . 


WE MUST 
VANQUISH 
SIKANDAR 


MEANWHILE, THE LADIES OF AKBAR’S 
HAREM, WHO HAD BEEN SENT TO 
KABUL FOR SAFETY, HEARD THE NEWS 
OF THE VICTORY AT PANIPAT. AMONG 
THEM WAS AKBAR’S MOTHER, HAMIDA, 
AND HIS AUNT, N 


AT LAST!WE Se] WHAT A PLEASURE 


CAN RETURN 70 \\ IT WILL BE TO SEE 
MY DEAR, BOY, 


HINDUSTAN ! 
HAMIDA, | AM 


THE MUGHAL LADIES JOURNEYED BACK 70 
DELHI. AKBAR LEFT HIS DIVISION IN 
PUNJAB AND RODE A DAY'S JOURNEY TO. 


MEET THEM. 
My SON, YOU 
HAVE MADE 

IT POSSIBLE 


MOTHER, IT 

WAS POSSIBLE 
ONLY WITH 

BAIRAM?S HELP, 
| OWE HIMA 
GREAT DEAL. 


YOU ARE 
COURAGEOUS' 
AND BRAVE! 


AKBAR RETURNED TO THE CAMPAIGN. THE MUGHAL ARMY NOW HAD THE UPPER HAND 
ANP SIKANDAR HAD RETREATED INTO TH& FORT AT MANKOT, 
i \ 


EXACTLY? YOU 
ARE LEARNING 
FAST, AKBAR? 


UNDER BAIRAM?S ABLE GUIDANCE, THE SO HE IS HOPING 

MUGHALS LAID SIEGE TO THE FORT AT SOME OF OUR DIVI- 

MANKO7, BUT SIKANDAR HELD OUT FOR SIONS WILL BE 

SIX LONG MONTHS. Fe HE KNOWS WE ARE pare rs OTHER 
SP 


HOPE TO WIN. WHY \ E 
DOESN'T HE > AFCHANS 


BY ADIL SHAH, 
) 


VF) AR Os 
A ars A7 % 
re BAC 


8UT SOON AFTER, THERE WAS GOOD NEWS 


i Beene THAT WAS THE AFGHAN 
ADIL SHAH HAS )\ UPSTART wane HE 


BEEN KILL! 
V7 A\CLAIM ON 
VE Ka DELHI! J 


TRUCE. IN RETURN, WE 
WILL SPARE HIS LIFE 
AND GIVE HIM A 
GRANT OF LAND. 


YOU WERE BORN MY_GRANDFATHER, BABUR, 
UNDER A LUCKY HAD THE SAME SORT OF 
' LUCK. THEY SAY HE HAD @ 


MES TO 
VANQUISHED! 


NOW WE CAN RETURN TO DELHI AND 
HOPE TO REST A BIT. WE HAVE 
REGAINED DELHI, AGRA AND 

PUNJAB. 


REMEMBER AS FOR YOU, BAIRAM » 
YOUR PROMISE | |) APPOINT YOU PRIME 
TO ME. 1 CAN NOW 
©0O HUNTING TO MY 

HEART’S CONTENT!) 


LEAVING THE HEAVY CARES OF STATE TO BAIKAM, AKBAR NOW LED A PLEASURE-FILLED 
LIFE. HE WAS SPECIALLY FOND OF HUNTING WITH CHEETAHS ; A VERY BLOODTHIRSTY SPORT. 


HE TOOK GREAT PLEASURE IN THE DANGEROUS GAME OF RIDING ON ELEPHANT 
ELEPHANT FIGHT. RIDING ON ELEPHANTS DURING AN 


HAS THE 
PRINCE GONE \\\ 


MAD? HE WILL i 


(BAIRAM WAS EFFICIENT. IN FOUR YEARS HE 


RETURNED SOON— 
HAD SUBDUED ALL MAJOR ENEMIES. BUT HIS 4 
SUCCESS HAD MADE HIM ARROGANT, EVEN ~ / i iy ORE 6 
TOWARDS THE EMPEROR. HE BEGAN TO DIS- 3: ME) NOT WANT TO SEE 
REGARD AKBAR'S ORDERS AND DID NOT e T 
CONSULT HIM ON : Sali YOU NOW. HE SAYS 
STATE AFFAIRS. BAIRAM IS UNWELL, | MUST S\ HE IS TOO UNWELL 
ONE DAY— VISIT HIM. SEND A MESSE! S off } an TO RECEIVE 
GER TO TELL HIM | AM as) A = VISITORS. 


lh it | le Satis nara! 


SUCH DISCOURTESY IS POOR, GENTLE, 
UNTHINKABLE.! AM NOT] | TARDI DIED 
A CHILD ANY MORE! DURING OUR 
CAMPAIGN IN 


PUNJAB , 
SHAMS-UD-DIN. 


AKBAR WAS UPSET, 


HE WOULD NOT HAVE 
TREATED YOU LIKE THAT 
IF TARDI BEG HAD 
BEEN AROUND! 


C/a| 
a 


= \ ul 
@ THE SPEAKER WAS SHAMS-UD-DIN, THE 
HUSBAND OF AKBAR’S WET NURSE. 


MY LORD, TARD! BEG HAD 
BEEN PUT TO DEATH! 


THEY SAY BAIRAM E 
EALOUS OF 
WARD) BEG BECAUSE [ABOUT THIS.| [YOU LOOK UN: / YE6) Has gaRpl\ [ 
YOU LIKED HIM. a WAS A LOYAL 
FRIEND AND 
YOU ORDERED 
HIS DEATH. 


AKBAR, A RULER CANNOT BUT HE WAS QUITE 
HAVE WEAK MEN AROUND HIM.) HONEST. HE SAVED 
TARD! WAS A COWARD. THE IMPERIAL 
HE GAVE UP DELHI TOO }, TREASURE FOR ME, 
QUICKLY. HE HAD TO ¢ 
BE PUNISHED. 


BUT SUPPOSE WE HAD BUT YOU COULD \ THIS IS JUST A TRIFLING 

LOST DELHI, AND FLED ; ARE SOQ 

TO KABUL? OF WHAT USE 

PRESSING 

THINGS TO 
ORI 


KNOW YOU WORK y AND YOU KNOW 
HARD, BAIRAM. & MY LOYALTY AND 
AFFECTION |S 


7 N\\ 


BUT AKBAR WAS FAST GROWING UP AND WANTED TO WIELD MORE AUTHORITY. BECAUSE OF 
BAIRAM?S ARROGANCE, THERE WAS ALSO A FEELING OF DISCONTENT IN THE COURT, A FEW 


WE SHOULD SPEAK 
TO serie ABOUT y 


YEARS LATER— 


= REST. SHE HAD BEEN AKBAR'S NURSE AND WAS MUCH 


— AKBAR, MY CHILD, 1,TOO, HAVE KNOWN IT 
yOu KNOW EVERYONE IS SAYING FOR SOME TIME. BUT 
THAT BAIRAM IS BECOMING A GRAND | OWE BAIRAM SO MUCH, 

PASHA. HE SPENDS MORE MONEY | CAN’T CHIDE HIM. 
THAN YOU DO— AND HE?S SO 
OVERBEARING! ; 


OH! HERE IS ADHAM. NOW, 
HE’S A MAN YOU CAN RELY ON 
TO CARRY OUT YOUR WISHES. 


BAIRAM KHAN WAS SENT AWAY ON A PILGRIMAGE. AKBAR BEGAN TO RELY HEAVILY OW 
MAHAM AND ADHAM KHAN, 5 


AKBAR WANTS ME \ GOOD!BAZ BAHADUR 
WILL BE EASY TO CON- 


Tp ae 


AS WAS EXPECTED, THE BATTLE WAS A BRIEF ONE WHICH THE MUGHALS: WON. ADHAM 
KHAN TREATED THE VICTIMS CRUELLY, HE MASSACRED INNOCENT CITIZENS BOTH 


LOOK AT THAT MAN 
SHIVERING THERE! 
p oe 


(SF) Cr) 


EHS ae 
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BAZ BAHADUR FLED, LEAVING EVERYTHING 


SOON THE NEWS OF ADHAM'S ACTIVITIES 
REACHED AKBAR, 


BEHIND. ADHAM SEeiN 70 LIVE.IN HIS PALACE AS 


WERE THE '. 
AH? JEWELS 
WORTHY OF A 
BRAVE LIKE 
ME! 


ADHAM HAS 
KEPT ALL BAZ 
BAHADUR'S 
WEALTH FOR 


TO DEATH INNOCENT ‘G 
PERSONS, EVEN HOLY }| 
MEN WITH KORANS 9 
IN THEIR HANDS! 


ADHAM?’S BEHAVIOUR IS 
TN A SLUR ON THE MUGHAL. 
pe! (O\ NAME. | MUST HANDLE 


A S\ THIS MATTER MYSELF 
<2) AND AT ONCE! 


Y 


QUICK, HAND ME 
MY ARMOUR, ASK 
MY MEN TO PRE- 
PARE TO LEAVE 


YOUR SHAMELESS \ 
BEHAVIOUR! HAVE 

YOU NO SENSE OF 
\, DECENCY? 


FORGIVE ME! | WAS ONLY 
ENJOYING MY VICTORY. 
DON’T BE HARSH WITH 
YOUR FOSTER-BROTHER. 


Ln FOR MAKAM_| | AKBAR AND ADHAM RETURNED TO AGRA. 


| CANNOT TRUST ADHAM. 
| NEED A GOOD CHIEF 


CANNOT INFLUENCE. 
Y ATKAH KHAN IS THE 
RIGHT MAN. 


SO ATKAH KHAN WAS GIVEN THE POST OF CH/EF MINISTER. 


ATKAH, | LEAVE YOU 

IN FULL CHARGE . ONLY 

REMEMBER, KEEP ME be 

INFORMED ABQuT @@ 
EVERYTHING, 


MAHAM AND ADHAM TOOK THE APPOINTMENT OF ATKAH KHAN AS A PERSONAL AFFRONT. 


FMAT UPSTART; Rae “(QUITE RIGHT, MOTHER!) YY | 
ATKAH, PUTS ON a. | KNOW HOW’TO DEAL A 
SUCH AIRS. WE > WITH HIM 
SHOULD NOT J 
TOLERATE HIM, 

iM 


ONE DAY ATKAH KHAN WAS BUSY WITH STATE 

IFFAIRS IN A PUBLIC HALL /N THE PALACE, 
WHEN ADHAM KHAN SUDDENLY APPEARED 
WITH ARMED MEN. 


=) Pi\ THAT’S THE MAN. fk 
ANNU DISPATCH HIM! yg | i If 
y, — ise Swe i Gy 
y fr) EWN (7 A K\ 
3] Thwtes 
2 =i 
a 


AND THROW HIM AND THREW HIM OVER THE PARAPET. 


TAKE ADHAM AWAY | THE GUARDS LIFTED THE UNCONSCIOUS ADHAM 
ES OVER THE PARAPET! 


mi | ADHAM DID NOT DIE THE FIRST TIME. HE HAD 10 BE 
™| |DRAGGED UP AND THROWN DOWN A SECOND TIME. 


THIS EPISODE LEFT AN UNPLEASANT IMPRESSION ON 
AKBAR. ONE DAY WHILE HEWAS OUT HUNTING, HE 
PONDERED OVER THE PAST, 
=" |S IT POSSIBLE TO RULE 
'@p AND YET AVOID BEING 
ity RUTHLESS? 


YO | BANISHED 
; BAIRAM AND 
ENT MY FOSTER. 


BUT AKBAR CONTINUED HIS HUNTING 
EXPEDITIONS FOR POLITICAL REASONS, 


JAHANPANAH , TROUBLE 
1S BREWING IN THE EAST. 
~— ~~ 


AKBAR’S VERY PRESENCE ON THE SCENE 
ae REBELLION HAD, AS USUAL THE DESIRED 
ECT. ata 
= t/ AZ NO SIGN OF 
ANY TROUBLE- 
MAI Ss 


\, Zi 
ey SS 


AKBAR BECAME DEEPLY INTERESTED INMIDJANUARY 1562, AKBAR WAG ON HIS ANNUAL 
IN RELIGION, HE WAS NOT L/TERATE, SO PILGRIMAGE TO THE TOMB OF THE FAMOUS 
HE fA THE RELIGIOUS. SOOKE READ Our 7O Ee OF AJMER, KHAWAJA MU?IN-UD-DIN 

M/ = 


ON THE WAY, THE PARTY WAS MET BY RAJA BIHAR! MAL, THE RAJPUT KING OF AMBER, WHO, 
WITH HIS. SON, BHAGWANDAS, HAD COME TO PAY HOMAGE 70 THE EMPEROR, 


WSSeL) apart FROM THESE GIFTS, MY LORD, a THE HONOUR IS ALL MINE, 
fi pie | OULD BE HONOURED iF YOU RAJA. IT MAKES ME VERY 
PAPE \ WOULD ACCEPT MY MOST PRIZED 4% 
| RSX PossESSION— THE HAND OF MY 
Fags —— DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE 


raat aed 


i eae 
q nye! a 
oie iis a 


T\ Afar 
SEN Moe 
~~ iF regs NN 
7 vee 


(Sa a 
ws S ky = S5 ; yea 
is INS, S| i ey , ~ 


ON HIS RETURN JOURNEY FROM AJMER, AKBAR’§ MARRIAGE 70 THE RAJPUT PRINCESS 
WAS CELEBRATED AT SAMBHAR. IT WILL BE EVEN BETTER \Il 

THIS IS A GREATN (IF THE PRINCESS BEARS 

DAY FOR US! 

AKBAR IS NOW 

ONE OF Us! 


a i 404 ‘4 r : al WKS A - 
Se | tale i 
a " om Mies a ce 


THOUGH ONE REASON FOR THIS ALLIANCE WAS TO GAIN HINDU SUPPORT, 17 WAS _ 
EXPRESSION OF THE DOCTRINE OF RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE, WHICH AKBAR INCREASINGLY PRACTISED, 


THE APPOINTMENT OF THE RAJPUTS,BHAGWANDAS | WISH SOME OF \ WHAT’S TO BE DONE 
AND MAN SINGH, WAS IN LINE WITH HIS SECULAR ZEALOTS THINK 
BELIEFS. MAN SINGH, 7HE GRANDSON OF THE RAJA THERE IS ONLY ONE 
OF AMBER, BECAME A CLOSE ASSOCIATE — PATH TO HEAVEN. / 


MY LORD, YOUR HINDU 1 AM GLAD My SUB- 


ORE IMPORTANT TO; 
ME THAN THEIR 


a~< 


\ 


AKBAR EVEN ALLOWED HIS HINDU WIFE TO CELEBRATE HER FESTIVALS IN COURT AND 
JOINED IN THEM HIMSELF, 
MUBARAK! MUBARAK, RANI! HOW COES 
THIS TURBAN SUIT ME? 
‘ = he Y Al oii (\ ia Aten 
é i oo. 


THE ORTHODOX MULLAS HATED THE ENLIGHTENED POLICIES OF THE/R RULER .... 

AKBAR HAS GIVEN UP | HE TAKES THE 

ADVICE OF 
INFIDELS ! 


IE RELIGION! 


++*« THOUGH SOME OF THEM UNDERSTOOD THE REASONS FOR HIS ACTIONS, 


THIS YEAR HEHAS REFUSEDY BUT WHY 
TO SEND MONEY TO THE SHOULD HE WHERE |S THE 
NEED TO BREAK OUR 
; TIME HONOURED 
THERE , 
OR IN 


CUSTOMS P 


REFORMS? 
WE DON'T WANT 
REFORMS! WHAT 
EVER RULES WERE 
WRITTEN IN THE OLD 
DAYS— THOSE ARE 
SUFFICIENT 
FOR US! 


NC 


! SS 
Cia 


IT REALLY IS TOO BAD THE 
WAY HE INTERFERES WITH 
OUR A D | 


MOST OF THE RAJPUT PRINCES HAD BY NOW 
ACCEPTED AKBAR’S SUZERAINTY, BUT THE 
PROUD RANA OF MEWAR REFUSED TO FALL 
rina HIS SWAY. AKBAR DECIDED TO ATTACK | 


THE RANA’S CAPITAL FORT WILL 

n BE OUR NEXT TARGET. 

HAS THE SURVEY | ORDER- 

ED OF THE AREA BEEN 
MAD 


CA 


AKBAR MADE FULL PREPARATIONS, AND 
STARTED OUT WITH HIS ARMY. ON THE WAY- 


THE RANA OF MEWAR 
HAS RETIRED WITH 
HIS FAMILY TO 
UDAIPUR! 


WHAT | HE 
FLEES FROM. 
CHITTOR 

BEFORE WE 
ARRIVE! 


pl 
SN eo? SSA 
pee 


Ne 


<3 \ So 


BEEN MADE. HERE IS THE 
MAP. | FIND THAT CHITTOR 


(#53 A FULL SURVEY HAS 


\\(IMPREGNABLE? BUT IT WAS ONCE 
eget im BY SULTAN BAHADUR 


IH 

IT WAS DIFFICULT 
THEN—AND IT WILL BE 
DIFFICULT NOW. 


BUT HE HAS LEFT GENERAL 
JAIMAL IN CHARGE OF 
CHITTOR WITH EIGHT 
THOUSAND RAJPUTS. 


NO, MY LORD, THE] BUT THE 
FORT IS STRONG /COUNTRY AROUND| 


WE ARE WELL PROVIDED. 
YOU MAY GO. YOUR REPORT 
IS AS COMPLETE AS IT 
COULD BE. 


SO WE KNOW AKBAR MARCHED TO CHITTOR AND ENCAMPED BELOW 
WHAT TO EXPECT. THE FORT, AIS CAMP EXTENDED FOR OVER TEN MILES. 
AND WE ARE 

PREPARED. 
TOMORROW WE 


WE WILL BLAST THE WALL 
OF THE FORT. START 
DIGGING THE 
TUNNELS, 


TWO TUNNELS CLOSE TO EACH OTHER BUT AT LAST THE WORK WAS COMPLETED. 


LEADING TO 7HE FORT WERE SURROWED. 7 
'T TOOK ONE MONTH TOO THIS. MY LORD, THE 
7 | TUNNELS ARE 


THEY MUST EXPLODE 
RQ AT THE SAME TIME ps 
4 \\SEE TO THAT. 7 


a 


a 

la 
ja 
fa 


yas 


QO 
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y 
& 


: 
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BUT JUST AS THEY SWIFTLY MOVED IN, 
THE BREACH, THERE WAS A SECOND 


AN 
WERTZ 


THEY ’VE BEEN CAUGHT 
BY THE SECOND 
EXPLOSION! 


TWO HUNDRED 
SOLDIERS LOST! WE 
CAN’T USE TUNNELS 


COVER, BUILD A ¥} 
SABAT! 3 


WOODEN ROOF 


U 


HELD TOGETHER WITH HIDES, 
1M 


THE MASONS AND OTHER LABOURERS SET TO WORK TOBUILD THE TEMPORARY STRUCTURE 
WHICH THE MUGHALS CALLED THE 'SABAT,’/7 CONSISTED OF SINUOUS MUD WALLS, WITH A 
TT — 


STF 


THE SABAT WAS A STEADILY GROWING FORTIFICATION. AS ITS WALLS INCHED FORWARD , 

THE MUGHAL GUNS, CANNONS AND MEN, COULD ADVANCE UNDER PROTECTION. BUT /T WAS 

DANGEROUS FOR THE WORKERS IN THE FORWARD AREA, HUNDREDS OF THEM DIED EVERY 
DAY, VICTIMS OF ARROWS FROM THE CHITTOR FORT. 


a ‘a 
SHOOT! — 


ie 
Th ile 
(Cis 


Wy ar ; ie 
Jala 
[ 4S THEY MOVED FORWARD TO THE FOOT OF | | BOTH SIDES FOUGHT COURAGEOUSLY, BUT A: 


iS 
FORTRESS , THE GUNS SNIPED, ;-———_ oe sass aon Be FORT, AKGAR WAS /N 
STRONGE! TION, 


FINALLY, THINGS WERE SO BAD FOR THE WHO IS 
ENEMY THAT THE COMMANDER, JAMAL, HIM- THAT MAN? 
SELF CAME 70 THE BREACH 70 DEFEND /7. 


YOU HAVE SHOT 
HIM DOWN! 


ALL WAS QUIET FOR A WHEE: eles =i; COULD SE SEEN BURNING AT DIFFERENT PARTS 
NETS THE WOMEN ARE PREPARING FOR 
ay 
ty 


WHAT ARE THOSE a7 (VAUHAR. OBVIOUSLY , THEY EXPECT / 
FIRES? 
| aN Sal 
Geel ZN 


9 TO LOSE ALL THEIR MEN y 


ee pel : gr 


al MG i ea: mh Gee: 


% THE PRACTICE OF WOMEN /MMOLATING LE RATHER THAN BE TAKEN AG CAPTIVES 28 


WS 


WELL, IT WAS TIME TO 
END THE BATTLE. WE HAVE 
BEEN FIGHTING FOR A 


/ THEN THE MAN YOU 
{ JUST KILLED MUST 
HAVE BEEN THEIR 
COMMANDER , 
JAIMAL! 


= 
CHITTOR WAS CAPTURED, BUT THE RANA, THE MUGHAL COURT HAD BECOME AN IMPOR- | 
UDA SINGH, REFUSED TO SUBMIT. OTHER TANT SEAT OF CULTURE, AKBAR ENCOURAGED — 

PRINCES, HOWEVER, PREFERRED TO MAKE | | MUSIC, BAZ BAHADUR * AND TANSEN MADE 

PEACE WITH AKBAR. THEIR MARK AT THE MUGHAL COURT. 

) se 


AKBAR HAD A WORKSHOP FOR ARTISTS, 
MINIATURES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. [ 


PERSIAN AND INDIAN ART/STS PAINTED 
rT 


NED AKBAR’S COURT SOME YEARS AFTER H/S DEFEAT AT MALWA 


HAVING ESTABLISHED HIS KINGDOM ON A FIRM FOUNDATION, AKBAR COULD WOW ENJOY 
THE LUXURIES OF COURT LIFE. BUT A SECRET SADNESS TROUBLED HIM. 


WHAT 1S THE USE OF ALL 
TkIS..-? | HAVE NO SON, 
NO HEIR TO CONTINUE 


| MUST SPEAK OF My 
TROUBLES TO THE GOOD 
MAN AT SIKRI. 


AKBAR UNPERTOOK A PILGRIMAGE ON FOOT TO SHEIKH SALIM 


CHISHT/ OF SIKKI. HE WHO GIVES 


| DO NOT HAVE AN HEIR! WITHOUT BEING 
OF WHAT USE THEN IS 
THIS GREAT KINGDOM 
| HAVE BUILT? 


THE HOLY MAN’S PROPHESY CAME TRUE THE VERY NEXT YEAR. THE RAJPUT PRINCESS 
OF AMBER GAVE BIRTH TOA SON, HE WAS NAMED SALIM, * 


THE EMPEROR 
HAS A SON! 


% LATER KNOWN AS THE EMPEROR JAHANGIR - 


WITH THE SUCCESSION ENSURED, AKBAR TURNED HIS ATTENTION TO IMPROVING THE 
LOT OF THE PEOPLE. HE UNDERTOOK MANY REFORMS AND CONSOLIDATED THE EMPIRE. 
HE INVITED PEOPLE OF ALL RELIGIONS TO HOLD DISCUSSIONS IN HIS PALACE. 


WHAT A WASTE'OF TIME! 
s*sAND | HAD HOPED 
FOR SOME SPIRITUAL 
INSIGHTS WHEN 

| INVITED THESE 
RELIGIOUS 
LEADERS! . 


HIS FAVOURITE CONFIDANTE WAS THE 
SCHOLAR, ABUL FAZL, * 


NO, OUR DEEDS) 

MATTER MORE 

: THAN THE FAITH 

RIGHT TO PUT ALL MEN, WE PROFESS. | 
GOOD AND BAD, UNDER / > 
SUCH A LABELP Ag 


LOOK, THIS Sr 
IS WHAT THE 


AT THOSE HOLY MEN Joe 
QUARRELLING. THIS IS NO £5 
WAY TO SEARCH FOR 


aa THE TRUTH! 


{ THEM ARE TRULY 
SEEKING:+* THE OTHERS 
ARE SELF-SEEKERS! 


THIS 1S TRUE ABOUT ALL THE 
OTHERS | HAVE TALKED TO— 
THE HINDUS, JEWS, ZORO- 
ASTRIANS AND 
CHRISTIANS. THE 
GOOD FATHERS 
>. EVEN THINK 
(OD | MIGHT CHANGE 
MY RELIGION 
)FOR THEIRS. 


BUT | AM LOOKING FOR \ 
SOMETHING ELSE, ABU! 
A RELIGION THAT WILL 
UNITE ALL MEN- +++ 


AKBAR!S QUEST FORA UNIVERSAL RELIGION FOUND. EXPRESSION /N DiN-/- ILAHI. 
DURING HIS LONG REIGN, HE TRIED TO PUT HIG. IDEALS INTO PRACTICE AND CHANGE 
THE WORLD INTO A MORE HUMANE PLACE. WHEN HE DIED AT THE AGE OF 63, HE 
BEQUEATHED TO THE FUTURE HIS IDEAL OF A UNIFIED COUNTRY OF DIVERSE RELIGIONS 
AND CULTURES. ABOVE ALL HE |S REMEMBERED FOR HIS LOVE OF THE ARTS AND FOR HIS: 


| MAGNIFICENT ARCHITECTURE. [~~ 


WHICH OF THE ACKS HAVE YOU STILL NOT READ? 


‘ACK EPICS AND MYTHOLOGY 


Best known stories from the Epics 
and the Puranas 


VISHNU, TALES OF 
VISHWAMITRA 

YAYATI 

YUDHISHTHIRA, TALES OF 


TRUE FRIENDS 
KESARI THE FLYING THIEF 
KING KUSHA, 
LEARNED PANDIT, THE 


SAMUDRA GUPTA 
SHAH JAHAN 
SHALIVAHANA 
SHIVAJI 


Ba 


ABHIMANYU MAGIC GROVE, THE SHIVA, TALES OF 
Ree ‘ACK INDIAN CLASSICS MARYADA RAMA, TALES OF ‘SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 
SULTANA RAZIA, 
‘ARJUNA, TALES OF Enchanting tales from Indian a pretend TANAI 
ARUNI AND UTTANKA Riera CROWS AND OWLS TIPU SULTAN 
ASHWINI KUMARS ANANDA MATH DULLARD AND OTHER VEER HAMMIR 
AYYAPPAN, ANCESTORS OF RAMA ‘STORIES VEER SAVARKAR 
BAHUBALL DEVI CHOUDHURANI GREEDY MOTHER-IN-LAW, THE | VIKRAMADITYA 
BALARAMA, TALES OF KANNAGI HOW THE JACKAL ATE THE 
BHEEMA AND HANUMAN KAPALA KUNDALA ELEPHANT ACK VISIONARIES 
BHEESHMA MALAVIKA JACKAL & THE Inspiring tales of thinkers, social 
CHANDRAHASA RATNAVALL WAR DRUM, THE pi ae and nation builders 
CHURNING OF THE OCEAN SHAKUNTALA, PRICELESS GEM, THE AGISANGABA 
DASHARATHA, UDAYANA PRINCE AND THE Ae ORG MARKS 
DHRUVA AND ASHTAVAKRA URVASHI MAGICIAN RASAVESIAVARA 
DRAUPADI VASANTASENA QUEEN'S NECKLACE, THE BIRLA G.D. 
DRONA VASAVADATTA PANDIT AND THE MILKMAID BUDDHA 
DURGA, TALES OF RAMAN OF TENALI CHANAKYA’ 
ELEPHANTA ‘ACK FABLES AND HUMOUR RAMAN THE MATCHLESS WIT CHAITANYA MAHAPRABHU 
GANDHARI Evergreen folktales, legends and SAKSHI GOPAL CHINMAYANANDA, SWAMI 
asta tales of wisdom and humour SHRENK. WiaSnrRaee CHOKHA MELA, 
y DAYANANDA 
GARUDA ‘ACROBAT AND OTHER TIGER-EATER, THE DESHBANDHU 
GHATOTKACHA BUDDHIST TALES THE VIKRAMADITYA'S THRONE CHITTANRANJAN DAS 
GITA, THE ADVENTURES OF FA HIENI 
GOLDEN MONGOOSE, THE AGAD DATE, THE ‘ACK BRAVEHEARTS GURU ARJAN 
HANUMAN ADVENTURES OF GURU GOBIND SINGH 
HANUMAN TO THE RESCUE BADDU AND CHHOTU, THE Stirring tales of brave men and GURU NANAK 
HARISCHANDRA AMRAFALL vaeeaatinds GURU TEGH BAHADUR 
INDRA AND SHACHI ANGULIMALA AJATASHATRU HIUEN TSANG. 
INDRA AND SHIBI BAG OF GOLD COINS, A AKBAR JR.D.TATA 
JAGANNATHA OF PURI BATTLE OF WITS AMAR SINGH RATHOR JAGADIS CHANDRA BOSE 
JAYADRATHA BIKAL THE TERRIBLE ASHOKA JAMSETJI TATA 
KACHA AND DEVAYANI BIRBAL STORIES BAGHA JATIN JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 
KARNA BIRBAL THE CLEVER BAJIRAO | JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN 
KARTTIKEYA BIRBAL THE GENIUS BALADITYA & YASHODHARMA JNANESHWAR 
KRISHNA BIRBAL THE JUST BANDA BAHADUR KABIR 
KRISHNA AND JARASANDHA, BIRBAL THE WISE BAPPA RAWAL KAUIDASA 
KRISHNA AND NARAKASURA BIRBAL THE WITTY BHAGAT SINGH LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI 
KRISHNA AND RUKMINI BIRBAL TO THE RESCUE BIMBISARA, LOKAMANYA TILAK 
KRISHNA AND SHISHUPALA THE INIMITABLE BIRBAL CHAND BIBI MADHVACHARYA 
KRISHNA AND THE FALSE CELESTIAL NECKLACE, THE CHANDRA SHEKHAR AZAD MAHATMA GANDHI 
VAASUDEVA CHANDRALALAT CHANDRAGUPTA MAURYA MAHAVIRA. 
KUMBHAKARNA COWHERD OF ALAWI, THE DURGADAS MEGASTHENES 
LORD OF LANKA, THE FEARLESS BOY AND OTHER ELLORA CAVES MIRABAI 
MAHABHARATA BUDDHIST TALES, THE HARSHA PRANAVANANDA, SWAMI 
MAHIRAVANA FOOL'S DISCIPLES, THE HISTORIC CITY OF DELHI, THE RABINDRANATH TAGORE 
NACHIKETA FRIENDS AND FOES JAHANGIR RAMAKRISHNA, SR 
NAHUSHA GOPAL AND THE COWHERD JALLIANWALA BAGH RAMANA MAHARSHI 
NALA DAMAYANTI GOPAL THE JESTER KALPANA CHAWLA RAMANUJA, 
NARADA, TALES OF HITOPADESHA TALES KRISHNADEVA RAYA RAM SHASTRI 
PANDAVA PRINCES, THE CHOICE OF FRIENDS LACHIT BARPHUKAN SAIBARS, TALES OF 
PANDAVAS IN THE HIDING, THE HOW FRIENDS ARE PARTED LALITADITYA SHANSARDEY! 
PRAHLAD JATAKA TALES MANGAL PANDE eee 
RAMA BIRD STORIES NOOR IAHAN SUBRAMANIA BHARATI 
RAVANA HUMBLED DEADLY FEAST, THE PADMINI TANSEN 
SATI AND SHIVA, DEER STORIES PANNA AND HADI RANI ase “AR 
SAVITRI ELEPHANT STORIES PAURAVA-AND ALEXANDER, VIVEKANANDA 
SHIVA PARVATI GIANT & THE DWARF, THE PRITHVIRAJ CHAUHAN beeen 
SHIVA, TALES OF Waa lee THE RAJA BHOJA 
SONS OF RAMA, THE Jat HOLA 
eet MAGIC CHANT, THE Laan nn ‘ACK SPECIAL ISSUES 
SURYA MONKEY STORIES RANA PRATAP BHAGAWAT - THE KRISHNA 
SYAMANTAKA GEM, THE MOUSE MERCHANT, THE RANA SANGA AVATAR 
TRIPURA NANDIVISHALA RANI DURGAVATI DASHA AVATAR: 
uLoOPI STORIES OF COURAGE RANI OF JHANSI HESUS CURSE, 
UPANISHADS, TALES FROM STORIES OF WISDOM RANIIT SINGH MAHABHARATA 
VAU TALES OF MISERS RASH BEHARI BOSE RA CHART HANGS, 
VALMIKI'S RAMAYANA, 
site 


All titles available on www.AmarChitraKatha.com 


AKBAR 


He was a child, who only wanted to ride elephants and hunt 
tigers. Crowned emperor of Hindustan at the age of 13, he was 
mature enough to choose his friends carefully. Enemies and 
dangerous courtiers, on the other hand, were dispatched 
mercilessly. For his courage and generosity, his love of the arts 
and universal justice, history gave Jalaluddin Muhammad Akbar 
an enduring label - ‘Akbar the Great’. _ 


OTHER ACK BRAVEHEARTS: 


BRAVEHEAR 


JAHANGIR [i NIITSINGH | 


VASAVADATTA 


EPICS & MYTHOLOGY INDIAN CLASSICS FABLES & HUMOUR 


“Amar Chitra Kathas are a glorious tribute to India’s rich cultural heritage. These books 
have been an integral part of my children’s early years, as they have been for many 
other families across India. Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat- 
ing reading habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots. " 

- NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 
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